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“I am very pleased with the  
outcome of the pottery lessons.  

My students talk about it all  
of the time.”

“My students loved doing  
pottery with Jerri. They were  
engaged and asked her many  

questions.”

“Our sessions created 
a poetry atmosphere in 

the classroom and  
students were engaged 

the entire lesson.”

“The outcomes have 
been incredible! So many 

kids who did not know 
they had an outlet  

before, now know that 
they do so and how it can 

help heal, express  
pent-up emotions and 

even just be silly.”

Teaching Artist, Jeri Hillis, with 3rd graders at Cutter Morning Star, who made pots in the style of the famous 
Mexican potter Juan Quezada and learned about him in ‘The Pot That Juan Built.’ 

Teaching Artist, Chris James, leads a 5th grade class in a poetry unit 
entitled ‘Poems of Freedom’ at Bryant Elementary.

“My students were able  
to be creative and  
imaginative when 

 creating their pots.” 



 
 The mission of ALTTA is to improve student achievement by integrating cultural arts into the educational experience in order to 
ignite students’ interest in learning. The approach is to create curriculum-based arts programs, consisting of workshops, res-
idencies and other arts experiences that introduce students to the arts while energizing the classroom lessons.   

The Arkansas Arts Council funded two ALTTA grant requests that launched curriculum development for arts-integrated 
initiatives and supported ALTTA programming in the schools. These grants totaled over $27,000, and challenges ALTTA to 
match those funds. 
 
The curriculum grant supported the development of materials for: 

 •   Residencies and workshops for ALTTA 
 •   Children’s Concert of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra 
 •   ArtsPartners In-classroom String Quartet workshops (ASO) 

 
The materials for the latter two are disseminated throughout the state where ArtsPartners and the Children’s Concert 
are performed. 
 
The residency grant provided partial support for ALTTA’s in-classroom residencies, making them more affordable to the 
schools.  

Arkansas Learning Through The Arts welcomes a new Teaching Artist, Misti Staley, to the roster. She is a well-known visual 
artist in her hometown area of Helena-West Helena through her murals and textile art. ALTTA partnered with her to develop 
a unit on making African Batik which ties to the curriculum unit ‘Stories Worth Telling Again and Again’ being taught in the 
classroom. In these pictures, Staley is describing the process of handcrafting batik cloth which has been created for centuries 
in Egypt and Asia and was spread through Dutch and English traders. In the unit, students not only create a personally mean-
ingful artwork, but also learn to think about the world outside themselves through comparing paintings with similar themes 
from different cultures. They conclude the unit by writing their opinion of why stories are handed down from one group of 
people to another through art.

AFRICAN BATIK AT KIPP DELTA ELEMENTARY 

REPORT CARD FOR 2018 - 2019 

∆ Arkansas Learning Through The Arts (ALTTA): 
       b Reached over 9,200 students in 21 schools in Garland, Saline, Phillips, Pope and St. Francis counties, representing a 
          nearly 40% increase in number of students (some receiving more than one program) 
      b   Partnered with the:  

√  Delta Cultural Center in Phillips County for an after-school program 
√   Cutter Morning Star Elementary School on a summer school program 
√   Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village Symphony Guild and Arkansas Symphony Orchestra to develop 

          curriculum materials for the ASO Children’s Concert and ASO ArtsPartners string quartets 
   b  Offered over 50 unique workshops, spanning PreK – 12th grades 
   b  Contracted with 10 Professional Teaching Artists to work with students in classrooms 

√ 100% artist retention rate 
 

PRIORITIES FOR 2019 – 2020 

∆ Expansion via:  
   b Adding a second program for current grade levels (Target: two per year) 
   b Introduce to 10 new schools and/or school districts in Central Arkansas and in the Delta 
   b Adding Teaching Artists in new geographies to support the programming 

 



Arkansas Learning Through The Arts received a $20,000 challenge from two anonymous supporters 
to help motivate donors. 
In order to accomplish this target, ALTTA has: 
 b  Held four events to introduce/update communities to Arkansas Learning Through The Arts.    
     •   Hot Springs  •  Hot Springs Village  •  Bryant  •  Helena/West Helena  
 b    Conducted solicitation campaigns in three counties with supporting information 
 b    Placed newspaper articles about in-school programming 
 b    Upgraded presence on Facebook to reach social media friends  
ALTTA IS WITHIN 90% OF MATCHING THE CHALLENGE! 
HELP US REACH 100% BY JUNE 30! 

 
Your volunteer support would help our young people achieve greater success! 

It only takes $25 per child to bring these programs to schools. 

REACHING OUR FUNDING GOALS!!

THANKS TO THIS YEAR’S DONORS WHO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE!
MICHELANGELO 
Arkansas Arts Council 
Dorothy Morris (Morris Foundation) 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Martha Smither 
Windgate Foundation 
Young Audiences Arts For Learning  
BEETHOVEN 
Jim Anderson 
Rob & Carolyn Bowers 
Dorsey & Co. CPA 
Hot Springs Village Community Fdn. 
Dean & Bev Patton 
Phillips County Community Fdn. 
Dennis & Cle Riordon 
Ed & Karen Simmons  
St. Francis County Community Fdn. 
Amy Tinsley (AD Services of AR, Inc. 
David & Kathleen Witchger 
Elisabeth Wagner Foundation 
Graham & Jeanine Williamson  
O’KEEFFE 
Earl and Suzanne Babbie 
Neal Harrington, Express Employee  
     Professionals  
Susan McCarty  • ADS and Images 
Pete & Margaret Johnson 
Kent & Suzanne Kuch 
Lee County Community Fdn. 
Bo & Sandra Powers 
Randy & Donna Toney (with matching 
     From the Albemarle Foundation) 
Dennis Zymboly 

JOPLIN 
ALTTA Endowment (ARCF) 
Larry & Sue Averill 
Henderson State University 
Arnie & Jan Holtberg 
Hot Springs Area 
      Community Foundation  - 
      Youth Advisory Council (YAC) 
John & June Luciew 
Clara Nicolosi, RE/MAX of HSV 
Lydia McCarthy, Big Red Realty 
Lindsey Ray 
Rotary Club of Hot Springs Village 
Brenda Sellers 
Allen Tillery, Allen Tillery Chevrolet 
Dan & Kay Tucker 
Gerry & Connie Vaden  
PICASSO 
Mary Adams 
Jeff & Betsy Arey 
Chris & Linda Biagini 
Roxanne Butterfield 
Mel & Annetta Brown 
Tom & Jean Bryant 
Jim & Pookie Dixon 
Joe & Martha Dooley 
Michael Downes, Village Movers 
Ike Eisenhauer, State Farm Ins. 
Greg & Charlene Frank 
Clif & Betty Haygood 
Craig & Carol Henderson  
John & Jane Hollansworth 
Dean & Sandy Johansen 
Dick & Nancy Jorgensen  
Jim & Gerelyn Kelly 

PICASSO  (continued) 
Terry & Pam Lee 
Dr. Tom Lefler, Lefler Dental 
Steve & Sherry Lux 
Walt Mitchell 
Wayne & Nancy Morrison 
Linda Palmer 
Lynn Petti 
Dr. Lance Porter,  
     Porter Dental Clinic 
Drs. Michael & Susan Semmler, 
      Eyecare Specialties 
Guy & Pat Shaha 
Eugene & Farideh Shelby 
Bob & Sue Spurgin 
Amy Thomason 
Vinyl Design Warehouse 
Dan & Nancy Webb 
James Williams 

VAN GOGH 
Glenda Arey 
Doug & Lori Arnold 
Judy Hoefer 
Karen Lauck 
Jo Ann Mangione 
Barry Niswanger 
Linda Ragsdale 
Lou & Susan Siegel 
Bev Thompson 
Connie Vaden, Trademark Realty 
Dennis & Pam VanLeeuwen  
FAMILY AND INDIVIDUAL FRIENDS 
Tom & Peggy Arwood 
Bobbie Bateman 
Jock Bethune 
Bill & Mary Nell Brusenham 
Ricki & Denice Davis 
John & Connie Lauer 
 

Poet Kai Coggin works with 4th graders at Jessieville as part of the curriculum 
unit ‘Heros.’  Students read poetry about notable and everyday heroes and then 
write about their favorite hero. 



BECOME A FRIEND OF Arkansas Learning Through The Arts AND SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN! 
Name _________________________________  Street Address _______________________________ 
 
City    ___________________  Zip_________ Telephone ____________E-mail ___________________ 

I want to be a friend at the following level:

Individual   $15______                 Family        $25_______          Van Gogh              $50______     Picasso                $100_______ 
Joplin          $300______               O’Keeffe   $500______       Beethoven     $1000_______    Shakespeare  $3000______    
Michelangelo  $5,000______                                                         Other              $__________   

4501 N. HWY 7, SUITE 8, #315 
HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE, AR 71909 

Contact me about Volunteering! __________      Restrict the gift to __________________County     

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ADMINISTRATION PARTICIPATING SCHOOL DISTRICTS

SEND YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO:  
Arkansas Learning Through the Arts, 4501 N. HWY 7, SUITE 8, #315, HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE, AR 71909  

Your membership is entirely tax deductible. 
ALTTA is designated as a 501(c)(3) organization under IRS regulations.

Barton-Lexa 
Bryant  
Cutter Morning Star  
Fountain Lake 
Harmony Grove  
Hot Springs  
Jessieville 
KIPP Delta 
 
 
 
 

Lake Hamilton 
Mountain Pine 
Palestine-Wheatley 
Russellville  
Helena/West Helena 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Martha Smither, President 
Tom Bryant, Vice President 
Amy Thomason, Secretary 
Rob Bowers, Treasurer 
Arnie Holtberg 
Suzanne Kuch 
Steve Lux 
Dorothy Morris 
Brenda Sellers 
Sue Spurgin 
Donna Toney 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Craig Welle, Executive Director 
Alysia Johnson,  Development 
   and  Program Manager  
Marsha Knighton,  
   Logistics Coordinator 
VOLUNTEERS 
Suzanne Kuch, Website 
Carol Welle, Facebook 
 
 
 

CONTACT:  4501 N. Hwy 7, Suite 8, #315,  Hot Springs Village, AR 71909  
Craig Welle, 214-676-0222 or cmwelle2@gmail.com 


