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ALTTA Embeds new Arkansas G.U.I.D.E.  
for Life Standards 

The Arkansas Dept. of Education Division of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education (DESE) has identified 
five guiding principles that support educators, busi-
ness leaders, communities, and students in their ef-
forts to help all Arkansans develop these critical 
skills. The principles represent skills needed to thrive 
at home, school, on the job, and in the community. 
The G.U.I.D.E. for Life program, with the support of 
Arkansas counselors and educators, is designed to 
give K-12 students a plan – a five-step process – that 
they can follow to achieve personal success. Each 
principle is summarized in easy-to-understand key 
words, with three action points to explain the idea. By 
incorporating the G.U.I.D.E. for Life concepts 
throughout the school experience, we can help instill 
these “real-world” skills for success in all Arkansas 
students. The result? Well-rounded citizens, stronger 
communities, and more effective employees. 
New and revised ALTTA programming is in the works 
for the fall of 2021. These efforts have resulted in 
ALTTA being listed as a resource by the DESE that 
has gone to all schools in Arkansas. 

 

Examples of new and revised ALTTA G.U.I.D.E programs: 
 

Feeling Good Visual Arts Program offered by Jeri Hillis: Kindergarten – Grade 1, 
students describe how color and images in works of art can evoke emotions and cre-

ate a self-portrait that reflects their feelings. Specifically tied to

.
 

Hamilton – Who Tells Your Story? Theatre Arts Program offered by Lanie 
Carlson: Designed for  grades 4-6, students discuss the innovative staging of 
the musical, Hamilton, and explore the different perspectives 
of Alexander Hamilton and Arron Burr. Specifically tied to  

DECISIONS: (MAKE RESPONSIBLE CHOICES).  
 

Poetry Reflects Life Poetry Program offered by Kai Coggin: Middle and High 

School students explore poetry of diverse contemporary and historically important 

poets, using what they learn to express and share their own experiences. Specifically tied to EM-

PATHY (BE AWARE OF OTHERS). 



SAVE THE DATE!  POETRY IN MOTION!     

Special Dinner and Program 

NOVEMBER 9 AT 5:45 PM 

HOT SPRINGS COUNTRY CLUB 

 

WITH HONORED GUEST SPEAKER 

FIRST LADY SUSAN HUTCHISON 

 
Showcasing Teaching Artists, Poet Kal Coggin and 

Dancer Amy Bramlett Turner and the Hot Springs Dance Troupe. 

Sponsorships are $1,000 and include a dinner table for eight. 

American Rescue Plan Funding  
Available 

 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (“ARP 
ESSER”) Fund, authorized under the American Rescue Plan 
provides nearly $122 billion to States to support the Nation’s 
schools in safely reopening and sustaining safe operations of 
schools while meeting the academic, social, emotional, and 
mental health needs of students resulting from the corona-
virus disease 2019 (“COVID-19”) pandemic.  
 
The most pressing priorities for the 2021-22 school year 
identified in the Arkansas Plan submitted earlier this month 
are student mental and emotional health and loss of instruc-
tional time due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Arkansas 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will 
encourage schools to analyze different types of data such as 
attendance, discipline, grades, formative and summative as-
sessment results, etc. to identify groups who might have suf-
fered the most during the pandemic. ALTTA programming 
is being developed to address students’ needs. 

Crayons to Canvas 
at Mid-America Science Museum 

Go see the incredible collaboration of artist 
Longhua Xu and his grandson Han Xu in the 
Museum’s Special Exhibition Gallery.  Xu’s 
Crayons to Canvas has hands-on learning 
for children. 
 
ALTTA board members Dorothy Morris and 

Martha Smither admire 
a Longhua’s ‘canvas’ 
inspired by a work of 
his 6 year old grandson.  
Exhibit will run though 
September 5.  Don’t 
miss this fun collabora-
tion. 
 

REPORT CARD FOR 2020 -2021  

Arkansas Learning Through The Arts (ALTTA): 

Reached over 2000 students in 10 schools in Garland and Phillips counties despite COVID restrictions. Approximately one 

third of the programs were delivered virtually. 

Partnered with Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village Symphony Guild and Arkansas Symphony Orchestra to develop curriculum 

materials for the ASO Children’s Concert and ASO ArtsPartners string quartets. 

Offered over 50 unique workshops, spanning PreK – 12th grades 

Contracted with 8 Professional Teaching Artists to work with students in classrooms. 

Completed ten sets of three videos for use in schools where students were working from home. 

Contracted for an assessment using student data performed by an education assessment consultant. 
 

PRIORITIES FOR 2021 – 2022 
Expansion plans:  

Resume programming in existing school at pre-pandemic levels. 

Introduce ALTTA to 10 new schools and/or school districts in Central Arkansas and in the Delta 



FEDERAL AND STATE FUNDING REMAINS 
A LIFE-LINE FOR ALTTA AND SCHOOLS  

 
ALTTA has received support through: 
1.   PPP I and II funding via the CARES Act has en-

abled ALTTA to pay for three employees 
through FY21 and not have to furlough them. 

 
 

2.   Arkansas Arts Council has provided funding from 
the CARES Act via the National Endowment for 
the Arts and is likely to continue into the next 
fiscal year. 

 
 

3.   The Arkansas Economic Development Commis-
sion provided funding for videos. 

 
 

4.   The Arkansas Community Foundation has pro-
vided grants to support operations. 

Help Wanted In The DELTA Region!! 
 

Arkansas Learning Through The Arts  is currently 
seeking a Full Time Program Manager in the 
Delta Region (centrally located) to assume the 
following responsibilities:  
Support our mission to inspire young people and expand 

their learning through the arts. 
Work with schools and teaching artists to schedule pro-

grams that fit school needs. 
Manage program evaluation process. 
Communicate through the media about activities in the 

Delta. 
Represent ALTTA in the community. 

Bachelor’s Degree preferred with excellent or-
ganizational and time managements skills along 
with strong competency with Microsoft Office, 
particularly Excel. Send resume to:                   
arkansasltta@gmail.com or call Craig Welle at 
214-676-0222 

 
THANKS TO THIS YEAR’S DONORS WHO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE! 

Michelangelo 
 
Arkansas Arts Council 
Gannett Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Windgate Foundation 
Small Business Administration 
Young Audiences Arts For Learning 
 
 

Shakespeare 
Martha Smither 
 
 

Beethoven  
 
Arkansas Community Foundation 
Arkansas Ec. Dev. Commission 
Rob & Carolyn Bowers 
Dorothy Morris (Morris Fdn) 
Dean & Bev Patton 
First Electric COOP 
HSV Community Foundation 
Phillips County Community Fdn 
Prince & Tuohey, CPA 
Elisabeth Wagner Foundation 
Ed & Karen Simmons 
Randy & Donna Toney (with  
   matching from Albemarle Fdn.) 
David & Kathleen Witchger 
Graham & Jeanine Williamson 
Dennia Zymboly 
 
 

O’Keeffe  
 
Earl & Suzanne Babbie 
Merrill & Bette Clark 
Catherine Corrigan 
Sally Fink 
Clif & Betty Haygood 
Bob & Alice Hinckley 
Susan McCarty Images 
Pete & Margaret Johnson 
Kent & Suzanne Kuch 
Hot Springs Area Community Fdn – 
   Youth Advisory Council (YAC) 
Lee County Community Foundation  
Rotary Club of Hot Springs Village 
Margaret Vink  

 

Joplin   
 
ALTTA Endowment (ARCF) 
Larry Averill (Richard W. Averill Fdn.) 
Chris & Linda Biagini 
Ike Eisenhauer (State Farm Ins) 
John & Jane Hollansworth 
Hot Springs Village Community Fdn. 
Jim Kelly 
Clara Nicolosi, RE/MAX of HSV 
Barry Niswanger 
Brenda Sellers 
Chuck & Suzanne Stofer 
Gerry & Connie Vaden 
Craig & Carol Welle 
Bill & Sharon Williams 
 
 

Picasso  
 
Doug & Lori Arnold 
Tom & Peggy Arwood 
Tim & Laura Ball 
Ross Bandy & Donna Casparian 
Rob & Carolyn Bowers 
Bob & Patte Brandt 
Don & Bobbie Burgess 
John & Velma Coolidge 
Courtney & Bremda Crouch 
Charlie & Valerie Derryberry 
Bonnie Ewing 
Sally Fink 
Stuart Fleischner (Fleischner Bebber 
   and Matone Dental Group 
Diane Goltz 
Bob & Elizabeth Gunby 
Arnie & Jan Holtberg 
Brad & Stacey Hudgens 
Don Elwood & Sandra Johnigan 
Dean & Sandy Johansen 
Dick & Nancy Jorgensen  
Bruce & Marianne Kaercher 
Diane Kesling 
Marsha Knighton 
Glenn & Mary Kramer 
Diane LaFollette 
Karen Lauck 
Steve & Sherry Lux 
Bill & Linda Holt Monson 

Picasso  (continued) 
 
Wayne & Nancy Morrison 
Rick & Sheree Niece 
Mike Nifong & Carole Graham 
Joan O’Dwyer 
Brenda Sellers 
Guy & Pat Shaha 
Dr. Eugene Shelby 
Bob & Connie Shoemaker 
Bob & Sue Spurgin 
John & Peggy Sutey 
Amy Thomason 
Bev Thompson 
Nancy Webb 
Robert & Mary Zunick 
 
 
 
Van Gogh   
 
Susan Aldridge 
Tom & Peggy Arwood 
Fred & Glenda Bean 
Jesse & LeeAnn Branch 
Jean Bryant 
Sam Chaffin & Charlie Cole 
Jim & Pookie Dixom 
Joe & Martha Dooley 
Sunny Evans 
Greg & Charlene Frank 
John Bob & Helen Gordon 
Ray & Susan Hurley 
Karen Lauck 
Jo Ann Mangione 
Ray & Kerry Lockwood Owen 
Dean & Bev Patton 
Ken & Pat Poole 
Joe & Mary Jane Stafford 
Dennis & Pam VanLeeuwen 
Donna Yearby 
Jerry & Peggy Yeric 

Family and Individual Friends 
 
Nancy Arterburn 
Bruce & Ruth Caverly 
Sheila Churchill 
Tom & Suki Ellers 
Chris & Diana Gleason 
Judy Hoefer 
Dan & Rebecca Huber 
Larry & Carole Huntziger 
Jill Jones 
Sherry Kettles 
Curt & Ashley Langley 
John & Connie Lauer 
Manny & Trisha Manchuca 
Kevin & Ginny Mahl 
Kathleen Marleneanu 
Phil & Dennis Matone 
Cathy Moeller 
Stephanie Nehus 
Bob and Ginny Pettey 
Gina Rockwell 
Tiffany Rogers 
Anthony Tidwell 
Amy Turner 
Karen Walters 
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4501 N. Hwy 7, Suite 8, #315 
Hot Springs Village, AR 71909 

BECOME A FRIEND OF Arkansas Learning Through The Arts and support our children! 

Name __________________________________  Street Address ______________________________________ 

City    ______________________  Zip_________ Telephone ________________ E-mail ____________________ 
 

I want to be a FRIEND at the following level: 
Individual $15 ______    Family $25      _______ Van Gogh    $50 ________ Picasso  $100 __________    
Joplin $250 ________     O’Keeffe $500 _______ Beethoven: $1000 ______ Shakespeare  $3,000 ____ 
Michelangelo  $5,000     __________                     Other   $______________ 
 

Please contact me about volunteering.   □        Restrict this gift to ________________________County    □ 
SEND YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO:  Arkansas Learning Through the Arts 

4501 N. HWY 7, SUITE 8, #315, HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE, 71909 
 

Your membership is entirely tax deductible.   ALTTA is designated as a 501(c)(3) organization under IRS regulations. 

ALTTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
AND ADMINISTRATION 

 

Board of Directors 
Martha Smither, President 
Steve Lux, Vice President  
Amy Thomason, Secretary 
Rob Bowers, Treasurer 
Jim Dixon, Ass’t Treasurer 
Arnie Holtberg 
Suzanne Kuch, Website 
Dorothy Morris 
Brenda Sellers 
Sue Spurgin, Human Re-
sources 
Donna Toney 

 

PARTICIPATING SCHOOL DISTRICTS  
 

 

Barton-Lexa 

Bryant  

CenterPoint 

Cutter Morning Star  

Fountain Lake 

Harmony Grove  

Hot Springs  

Jessieville 

KIPP Delta 

Lake Hamilton 

Administration 
Craig Welle, Executive Direc-
tor 
Susan Aldridge, Develop-
ment Mgr. 
Gina Rockwell, Central AR 
Program Mgr. 
 
               Contact:  
Craig Welle, 214-676-0222  
     or cmwelle2@gmail.com  
4501 N. Hwy 7, Suite 8, 
#315,   

Lakeside 

Maumelle 

Mountain Pine 

Palestine-Wheatley 

Russellville  

Helena/West Helena 

mailto:cmwelle2@gmail.com

